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How Urban Fabric Can Help Sustain the Vitality of Cities
TONG Ming

Abstract: Urban fabric is always a hot topic in urban design studies. Within cer-
tain urban space, good urban fabric can help improve physical qualities and hu-
man behaviors, and that further leads to the achievement of city development ob-
jectives and the stimulation of urban dynamics. Just like other living systems, a vi-
brant urban environment that have many organic features cannot easily be integrat-
ed into modern urban planning. In order to achieve a socially attractive and eco-
nomically successful urban environment, it is important to have further studies on
the components of urban fabrics and their relationships. The efforts to connect
and repair urban space should be based on knowledge of urban fabric properties.
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Fig.1 Plan of Kahun, Egypt. Urban fabric is a composition of streets, plots and

buildings, it is an abstractive presentation of city form, and it reflects a profound

social—economical networks.
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Fig.2 Proposal for Looe. A dynamic urban environment is used to be
linked with a traditional urban fabric.
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Fig.3 Candilis, Josis and Wood, project for
Toulouse—le~Mirail. An effort from team X to
design a new city by simulating the fabric in the
old cities.
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2.1.2 MZ&4EH (urban web)
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Fig.6 Alnwick, Northumberland, the city plan is composed of street system, pattern of urban land use and
pattern of building forms. This plan reflects the typical layout of the town and rules of city space evolution.
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