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“Harmonious City” : A General Urban Planning Theory Model
WU Zhigiang, LIU Zhaohui

Abstract: The departure of planning theory from its origin in the later 20th centu-
ry has significantly challenged the discipline of urban planning as a profession.
This situation results from the lack of wholly general theory of urban planning
which provides framework for all the other theories in this area. Based on the the-
ory of sustainable city, this paper presents a theoretical model of "Harmonious
City" which can be seen as an effort to structure theoretical frameworks. The
"Harmonious City" theory is composed of three parts, including the Theory of Ur-
banian Space Desire Hierarchy, Theory of Triple-balance, and Inverted U-curve
Theory of urbanian welfare and system cost. "Harmonious City" theory states that
the nature of urban planning is to upgrade the level of Urbanian Space Demands
while maintaining the synchronization and the balance among the Urbanian Space
Desire and the nature, the society and the time system. The proposed general theo-
ry well explains the theories and practices of urban planning in its framework
and can be viewed as a starting point for conscious development of the planning
discipline.

Keywords: harmonious city; urban planning; theory; space desire hierarchy
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